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   Reelected to succeeding Congresses 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Born:  Chicago, Illinois - 5 January 1935 
Home:  New Britain, Connecticut 
Marital status:  Married (Theodore) - three children 
Religion:  Unitarian 
Education:  Univ of Chicago, 1951-53; Radcliffe College, B.A., 1957; Univ of London, 1957-58 
Military:  None 
Profession:  Civic leader 
Political:  CT Senate, 1977-83.  Defeated State Sen William Curry, Jr. (D) for the 6th District seat 
    of former Rep Toby Moffett (D), who unsuccessfully challenged GOP Sen Lowell  Weicker.  
    Reelected in 2000 with 63% of the vote and in 2002 with 54%. 
 Rep Johnson is a moderate, independent-minded Republican who focuses on health care  

issues such as aid to those without health insurance and prescription drug benefits for seniors. 
Voted earlier in her career against the MX missile and SICBM. In 1985, unsuccessfully sought 
a HASC seat. Supported a Mar90 study disputing a direct link between Agent Orange exposure 
and cancer. In the 102nd Congress, supported  former Pres Bush's request for using force in the 
Gulf, and the sale of F-15s to Saudi Arabia; tried to get the Pentagon to keep its ban on 
imported bearings for another 5 years.  In the 104th Congress,  became Chairwoman of the 
Ethics Cmte which spent much of its time looking into Speaker Gingrich’s  book deal and other 
allegations against him. In the 105th Congress, voiced strong support for AF Lt Kelly Flinn and 
said she was concerned about the “appearance of randomness with which the military chooses 
to enforce its policies surrounding sexual behavior.”  Urged the Air Force to revamp its rules on 
fraternization and adultery. (Wash Post, 22May97)  Supports privately funded abortions in 
overseas military hospitals for female milpers and dependents.  In 106th Congress, was 
presented the US Chamber of Commerce's "Spirit of Enterprise" Award for her strong support 
of legislation to promote economic growth and create jobs.  Supports making the Federal R&D 
tax credit permanent for high-tech companies.  In response to cuts in F-22 funding 
recommended by the HAC-reported FY00 DoD appropriations bill described the Raptor as "the 
cornerstone of the nation's global air power in the 21st century."    In the 107th Congress 
supported a bill permitting Navy shipbuilders to defer paying income taxes until they complete 
work on a ship.  The Electric Boat division of General Dynamics is located in the state.  
Supported a $2.5M DoD grant to the UConn Health Center to help develop a vaccine to combat 
Lyme disease. 

 Additional:   6th District is the home to a dwindling number of defense contractors (Pratt &  
   Whitney, United Technologies Corp) who have suffered during declining defense budgets. 
Member:  Congressional Bearing Caucus - Co-Chair; Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues 
AF Bases:  None 
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